Return  of  the  King 
Introduction 

Focus:  What  is  the  Gospel? 

The  three  core  confessions  of  the  early  church: 
Jesus  is  Christ  (Mk  8:29;  1  Jn  2:22) 
Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God  (Acts  8:36-38;  1  Jn  4:15, 
5:5;  Mk  3:11,  5:7) 
Jesus  is  Lord  (1  Cor  12:3;  Rom  10:9;  Phil  2:1 1) 

Three  Titles,  One  Office:  The  Returning  King 

Christ/Messiah 

•  "Christ"  is  not  the  last  name  of  Jesus.  Instead, 
the  title  describes  his  office. 

•  In  the  Old  Testament,  the  title  Messiah  (Christ  in 
Greek,  meaning  the  "anointed  one")  is  given  to 
those  individuals  chosen  by  God  to  fulfill  His 
plan  (e.g.  prophets,  priests,  kings). 

•  The  title  evolved  to  become  a  designation  for  the 
coming  Davidic  King  (e.g.  Ps  2). 

The  Hope  of  the  Coming  Messiah 

•  God  promised  Abraham  that  his  descendents 
would  become  a  great  nation,  from  which  all 
nations  will  be  blessed  (Gen  12:15-18). 

•  The  period  of  the  judges  is  an  age  in  which  Israel 
is  ruled  directly  by  God.  At  the  time  of  Samuel, 
the  Israelites  "rejected  God  as  their  king,"  and 
asked  the  prophet  to  appoint  a  king  to  reign  over 
them,  "such  as  all  the  other  nations  have."  God 
therefore  asked  Samuel  to  anoint  Saul  as  the  first 
kind  of  Israel  (1  Sam  8-9). 

•  Yet,  it  was  David  who  was  the  king  after  God's 
heart.  God  made  a  covenant  with  David  (2  Sam 
7:8-16): 

1 .  A  kingdom  of  peace 

2.  An  everlasting  kingdom 

3 .  The  continuity  of  Davidic  throne 

4.  The  Davidic  king  will  be  the  "Son  of  God." 

•  Because  of  their  rebellion,  God  delivered  Israel 
to  the  nations.  With  her  capital  destroyed,  her 
people  exiled,  Israel  were  scattered  among  the 
nations. 


•  In  their  suffering,  they  remembered  God's 
promise  of  an  everlasting  Davidic  kingdom,  and 
thus  arose  the  Messianic  hope  (Ps  2,  72,  89): 

1.  The      deliverance      of     Israel      from      the 
oppression  of  the  nations; 

2.  The  enactment  of  the  Davidic  throne; 

3.  The  anointed  one  will  be  God's  Son; 

4.  An    everlasting    kingdom    of    peace    and 
justice; 

5.  The  direct  reign  of  God; 

6.  The  reign  of  God  over  the  nations; 

•  The  Old  Testament  never  understands  the 
"gospel"  as  a  mere  postmortem  salvation.  More 
than  that,  the  gospel  is  the  deliverance  of  the 
oppressed  through  the  renewed  reign  of  God  (Isa 
52:7,61:1). 

•  It  is  only  in  this  light  that  we  can  finally 
understand  why  Jesus  himself  preached  the 
Kingdom  of  God  (i.e.,  Reign  of  God)  during  his 
earthly  ministry. 

Two  Observations 

1.  When  the  early  church  proclaimed  Jesus  to  be 
the  "Christ,"  she  was  announcing  his  kingly  rule 
over  all  the  earth,  and  his  victory  over  sin  and 
death. 

2.  To  the  first-century  Jews  and  Christians, 
"salvation"  and  "Christ's  reign"  are  same  hope. 

(SeeEph  1:15-23;  Col  2:6-15;  Phil  2:6-11;  Rom  1:1- 
5) 


Lord 


In  the  Old  Testament,  the  name  of  God  is  too 

sacred  to  be  written  down  in  words.    The  scribes 

who      copied      the      Bible      would      use      the 

Tetragrammaton,  "YHWH,"  to  represent  God's 

name. 

The  four  letters  are  then  translated  to  English  as 

"Jehovah"  or  "Yahweh." 

When  the  Hebrew  Bible  was  translated  to  Greek, 

the  word  "YHWH"  was  rendered  as  "kyrios," 

which  meant  "Lord." 

When  the  gospel  was  spread  to  the  wider  Roman 

Empire,  kyrios  took  up  a  new  significance.    To 

the  gentiles,  kyrios  was  the  self-designation  of 

the  Roman  Emperor,  who  believed  himself  to  be 

the  ruler  of  the  world.    Consequently,  the  early 

church  proclaimed  a  subversive  gospel,  which 

claims  Jesus  to  be  the  true  kyrios,  and  refused  to 

acknowledge  the  Roman  Emperor  to  be  kyrios,  at 

the  price  of  suffering  and  oppression 


•  Through  the  proclamation  of  the  Gospel,  the 
early  church  challenged  the  legitimacy  of 
Rome's  pretentious  claim  of  universal  lordship, 
and  at  the  same  time  announced  that  the  true 
kyrios  to  be  none  other  than  the  one  who  was 
crucified  on  the  cross  and  raised  from  dead  on 
the  third  day . 

Significance 

Confession:  Believing  in  Jesus  in  not  merely  an 
exchange  for  everlasting  life.  To  believe  in  Jesus 
is  above  all  to  subject  to  His  reign.  It  is  under  His 
reign  man  finds  his  ultimate  fulfillment  and 
salvation.  This  is  the  gospel  we  owe  the  world. 

Salvation  is  the  reign  of  Jesus 

•  Following  Christ  (Mk  8:34-37) 

•  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom:  the  liberating 
lordship  of  Christ 

•  3  kinds  of  faith 

Believe  so  as  to  be  rewarded  everlasting 
life. 

Believe  so  as  to  secure  divine  protection 
and  provision. 

Believe  so  as  to  subject  to  the  rule  of 
Christ. 
The  proclamation  of  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom 

•  When  we  tell  our  friends  about  the  gospel, 
are  we  promising  them  a  transaction  that 
leads  to  everlasting  life,  or  are  we  inviting 
them  to  subject  to  Christ's  rule,  which  is  the 
ultimate  deliverance? 

•  When  the  church  proclaim  the  gospel  to  the 
world,  is  it  proclaiming  a  personal,  private 
"religion,"  or  is  it  announcing  a  gospel 
which  judges  sins,  challenges  oppressions, 
and  opposes  injustice? 


